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Extract  from  Interrogation  of  Hidelci  Tc  jo 

21  February  1946.  Case  File  ^20,  3erial  ^80,  pp.  2-3.  4 

r 

You  and  the  cabinet  realized,  did  you  not,  that  the  ehorter 
•the  notice  given  the  United  Statea,  the  more  probability 
there  was  of  a  mishap? 

*  f  V 

•A  It  can  be  said  ao,  theoretically. 

*(%  Did  you  and  the  cabinet  not  recognize  that  aa  a  practical 
’possibility? 

J  *  i  t 

•A  Yea,  from  the  practical  point  of  view,  it  is  also  true  that 

the  shorter  the  time  allowed,  the  more  chance  of  a  hitch,  but  • 
it  is  not  enough  to  leave  it  at  that.  Ambassador  NCAHJRA  was 
a  very  responsible  official  and  we  relied  upon  his  carrying 
out  so  grave  a  responsibility  perfectly.  Also,  the  Foreign 
Office  had  tims  to  study  end  perfect  all  phases  of  the  procedure 
in  the  light  of  its  great  responsibility. 

i 

aQ  shy  was  not  the  message  itself  sent  sooner  to  Ambassador 
NOMURA  so  that  there  would  be  sufficient  time? 

"A  I  can't  answer  such  a  question  as  that.  It  is  a  problem  for 
the  Foreign  Minister,  The  orders  were  that  the  final  note  waa 
to  be  surely  delivered.  Since  the  Foreign  Ministry  had  such 
an  order,  the  question  of  how  or  why  it  was  not  carried  out  ia 
a  technical  one  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Foreign 
Minister. 

■Q  Did  not  you  and  the  members  of  the  cabinet  see  the  contents  of 
the  note  before  it  was  sent? 

•A  I  heard  the  gist  of  it.  The  cabinet  all  heard  it  at  the 
Liaiso.i  Conference  just  preceding  the  Imperial  Conference, 

•  ^  Did  not  you  and  the  cabinet  agree  with  the  contents  of  that 
message? 

■A  Yes,  we  did  agree.  The  gist  of  the  note  was  explained  by 

the  Foreign  Minister  at  the  Liaison  Conference  meeting.  The 
whole  text  was  not  read  and  passed  about.  After  the  meeting,  the 
matter  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Foreign  Ministry. 

■  q,  This  Liaison  Conference,  at  which  the  gist  of  the  final  note 

was  read,  was  the  la3t  one  before  the  Imperial  Conference  of 
December  1st  or  2nd,  was  it  not? 
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•A  Yes. 

•Q,  And  all  members  present  agreed  with  the  substance  of  the 
message  as  it  was  read  to  them? 

•A  yes. 

*0,  Why  was  it  that  that  message  was  not  sent  to  NOMURA  until 
practically  a  week  later? 


"A  I  can't  help  it  if  you  keep  asking  me  questions  about 
specific  matters  like  that  that  were  the  responsibility 
of  the  Foreign  Minister.  I  can't  answer  them.* 
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•ft  You  knew  the  attack  was  going  to  be  made  and  approved  it. 
did  you  not? 

■A  I  knew  that  it  waa  to  take  place,  but  I  did  not  approve  it 
because .  under  the  Japanese  system,  approval  by  the  Premier 
or  Minister  of  far  is  not  called  for  in  a  problem  of  conmand. 

•ft  Regardless  of  approval,  you  were  in  favor  of  such  an  attack 
being  made,  were  you  not? 

•A  I  thought  it  would  be  good  if  it  was  successful.  I  thought 
that  if  the  Supreme  Conmand  was  confident  of  success  that  it 
was  a  good  idea. 

•a  you  knew  for  a  month  or  more  previous  to  the  attack  that 

Admiral  YAMAMOTO 's  plan  for  a  surprise  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor 
had  been  decided  on  in  case  of  war  with  America? 


No,  I  didn't  know  about  it.  m  Japan  those  matters  are  matters 
of  command.  It  was  a  strategic  plan. 

Neither  the  government  nor  the  far  Minister  would  know  about  a 
Navy  operating  plan.  That  is  positively  the  case.  1  Command 
natters  were  kept  highly  secret.  They  were  the  most  important 
secrets  of  all. 


•ft  flhen  did  you  first  know  that,  in  case  of  war  with  the  united 
States,  pearl  Harbor  was  to  be  attacked? 

•A  I  learned  at  the  Liaison  Conference  just  before  the  Imperial 
Conference.  Before  that,  it  was  very  secret." 
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